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H. Melville’s “Bartleby, the Scrivener”: Posthumanist Aspects
Summary

The article explores the varieties of interpretations of "Bartleby, the Scrivener" by Herman Melville, such as religious, socio-critical, biographical, medical or psychoanalytical. Religious interpretation focuses on the themes of fall and fratricide, thus concluding that Bartleby’s fault involves a breaking of the bond with God that leads to exile and estrangement. The constituents of Bartleby’s image are the freedom-from, self-autonomy or mere self-interest, resulting in solitude, sadness, exile and emptiness. Research, based on the methodology of medical studies, investigates Bartleby as a mental patient, an autist, or a schizophrenic. Biographical approach links "Bartleby, the Scrivener" to the events of Melville’s life and asserts that Melville was writing a parable of the artist. The figure of Bartleby is also interpreted in terms of the paradox of passive resistance and as Heideggerian Anti-Hero, with the accent on the phenomenon of being as refusal. Bartleby transforms into the Other under the influence of his previous occupation as a clerk in the Dead Letter Office. Dead letters, messages that cannot be delivered, are akin to “speech without response” (M. Foucault). They are examples of informational entropy, resulting in the disruption of communication. 

In our research we employ the methodology of posthuman studies and analyze Melville’s Bartleby as literary reflexion on the phenomenon of the man, which argues the humanist approach to the man, or human-centric perspective, and represents Bartleby as a transformed human – an autonomous agent, the Posthuman as Becoming-machine (Deleuze and Guattari, R. Braidotti). The latter involves estrangement from moral rationality, unitary identity, ethical relations and moral values. 
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