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ETHNIC AND CULTURAL STEREOTIPES IN THE SOCIAL HISTORY 
OF SCOTS 
Summary

As regards the place of the Scots language in the doctrine of national revival of Scotland one should be aware of the ethnic and cultural heterogeneity of this British autonomy of the UK. Deep cultural and linguistic differences between the Highlands and the Lowlands as between different regions of the country began to be felt around the second half of the 14thcentury because of the accelerating retreat of the Gaelic language and culture to the area of ​​the Scottish Highlands.

An important role in the process of estrangement between the two cultures was played by the advancement of the Reformation across the Scottish Lowlands in the 16thcentury. Because of the Highland’s isolation and hostility towards the Reformation ideas, the latter obviously could not get any considerable support there, resulting not only in cultural and linguistic disunity of the regions, but also in a religious one. Thus, until the end of the 18thcentury, the main features of a negative stereotype of the Highlands and Islands were their Catholic faith and the Gaelic language, contributing to the image of the highlanderas a savage alien to the values ​​of the Anglo-Saxon Protestant culture.

It can be assumed that the Lowlanders’ ‘refusal’ from their own linguistic independence at a certain historical stage also resulted from such attitudes as‘friend – foe’, ‘civilized – uncivilized’, ‘Anglo-Saxon – non-Anglo-Saxon’.The attitudes in question evolved in a geographically isolated island state, where originally there were two cultural traditions – theAnglo-Saxon and the Celtic ones. Scotland gained the reputation of a marginal region as early as in the times of the Roman conquest, being confronted to the more ‘civilized’ southern and central part of the island. Despite the fact that in the late Renaissance Scotland became a country of highly developed culture and statehood, the local upper class must have had a feeling of marginality of the Scottish culture and language in relation to the southern ones. Besides,they identified the culture and language of the Scottish Lowlandswiththat of the Anglo-Saxon  south, as opposed to the Gaelic culture and language of the Highlands and Islands.
In general, the historical antipathy that existed between the Highlands and the Lowlands and the awareness of Scotland’s‘marginality’characteristic of her upper classes must havefacilitated their rapprochement with England and borrowingthe English cultural and linguistic patterns.

It is obvious, too, that in Scotland only Scots would be able tocompete with English, even despite the vagueness of the former and its high level of assimilation. Gaelic cannot play the role of a national language throughout Scotland due to the fact that it is known only very little outside the Gaeltacht, as well as, in part, because of the said cultural contradictions.
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