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Summary
The article reveals the problems of defining the context and structure of high school students’ sociocultural competence in reading culture study texts, which are based on cross-cultural interaction as one of the fastest-growing areas of language study, forming cultural awareness of the students. 
To analyze the number of factors that raise the study of close links between linguistic, social and cultural components in the country study teaching to high school students and to establish the main components of sociocultural competence, by means of its context and structure which is the methodological basis for forming socio-cultural competence in high school students, while teaching them reading at the lessons of culture study for effective cross-cultural interaction. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As a result of the study, the terms sociocultural competence and sociocultural competence in reading country study texts were defined; the context and the structure of sociocultural competence of high school students, while teaching them reading at the lessons of culture study were identified. The structure of high school students’ sociocultural competence includes sociocultural, sociolinguistic and social competences. The context of sociocultural competence includes the knowledge, skills and cultural awareness of international contacts. The context of sociocultural competence is viewed from two angles – linguisic and structure-oriented ones. 
For effective formation of sociocultural competence in high school students while teaching them reading at the lessons of country study the established methodological structural components of sociocultural competence should be provided in the educational process.
Key words: sociocultural competence, context, structure, country studying.

