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Summary

English for Specific Purposes (ESP), which addresses the communicative needs and practices of particular professional or occupational groups, has developed rapidly in the past fifty years to become a major force in English language teaching and research. The purpose of the article is to give the historical and pedagogical analysis of the origins and milestones of ESP. 
The second half of the twentieth century is characterised by the narrowing of professional specialization in most areas (technology, industry, business, finance, etc.). This global process has had impact on education as well, having created conditions for the emergence of a new approach to teaching English, namely ESP.

T. Hutchinson and A. Waters define three main factors that led to the development of ESP, which are: the establishment of English as lingua franca i.e. the language of international communication; the emergence of new trends in linguistics and methods of teaching; and the focus on the students' needs. All these factors have determined the need for further specialization in language learning.

Nowadays, ESP is being developed in two areas: linguistic (functional approach to the study of language as a system-structural formation) and didactic (methods for teaching ESP). Scientists also define five stages in the development of ESP as an approach to teaching English. The first stage is based on the analysis of grammatical and lexical features of the language. The second stage is based on discourse analysis. The third stage studies typical communicative situations. The fourth stage aims at developing skills and strategies of language usage. The fifth stage of ESP concerns student-centered or learning-centered approach. The field known as ESP through years has now expanded to include over twenty areas. 
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