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Summary

Humanistic approach in modern education is aimed at developing learners’ ability to communicate effectively. In order to reach this goal foreign language teachers in Ukraine are investigating innovative, creative, personality oriented methods and techniques of foreign language learning. Some of these methods, such as tandem language learning, need further research. In this paper the possibilities of tandem language learning for future English teachers’ speaking skills development are being analyzed. 

The aim of the paper is to substantiate appropriateness of using tandem language learning for future English teachers’ speaking skills development. 

Growing attention of educators and students to tandem language learning is connected to rapid advancement of technology enabling virtual communication in a foreign language at any time and in any place. Specialized Internet sites babbel.com, busuu.com, conversationexchange.com, freshlingua.com, gospeaky.com, interpals.net, italki.com, livemocha.com, scrabbin.com, talk-and-learn.com, tandem.lengalia.com and many others offer numerous opportunities for personal enrichment, foreign language and culture learning at convenient pace and in an interesting way. 
Tandem language learning of future English language teachers can be conducted in three stages: introductory, main, concluding. Each stage has its specific content and duration. A short introductory stage includes explanatory talk with students, their search for potential tandem partners online, Internet safety drill conducted by a foreign language or informational technology instructors, discussing objectives, content, tools and strategies of learning with a partner (partners). The main stage includes but is not limited to choosing tandem type (one or several language learning partners), virtual communication via Internet sites, social networks or Skype, real communication during possible visits.  The concluding stage encompasses written or oral report about tandem language learning results, group videoconferences.  
Using tandem language learning for development speaking skills has many advantages.  Regular communication of tandem partners helps to form and develop phonetic, vocabulary and grammar skills, master interaction, cross communicative barriers, motivate the learners to use newly acquired skills for establishing interpersonal, academic and professional contacts. Tandem language learning promotes learning different cultures and fosters intercultural awareness, learners’ autonomy and professional skills which are paramount for future foreign language teachers.   
This foreign language learning method should be considered at the very beginning of university studies as it enhances the quality of future English teachers’ education and increases chances for their further academic and professional mobility. The prospect for further research is using tandem language learning in forming future English teachers’ writing skills.  
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