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Summary

Taking the theme of this conference ‘Cultural Communication in the Epoch of Globalization’ as a starting point, this article considers the growing numbers of mobile students in higher education in Europe and the implications of this mobility on foreign language students’ intercultural communicative competence (ICC). There is an analysis of the figures of internationally mobile students in Europe, particularly focusing on Ukraine and Germany. 

The student mobility which is then used as an example in this article is a short stay abroad, called the Intercultural Project (ICP), for students majoring in English at the Ludwig-Maximilians Universität (LMU) in Munich, Germany. This is a compulsory stay abroad for students of English and has been in operation since 2001. The ICP takes place between semesters, rather than during semester and students have to find their own voluntary or paid occupation overseas. The author gathered data through questionnaires and interviews of participants of the ICP during 2012. The focus was on the perception of the development of intercultural communicative competence according to the students themselves.

This article concludes that while international student mobility provides many students with the opportunity to experience life in other countries and use foreign languages, institutions must provide adequate preparation and support before, during and after the time abroad to maximize the intercultural learning potential of such stays abroad. Without carefully planned institutional support, not all students can benefit fully from participating in stays abroad. 
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